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TH5 CROSSING OF THE RAPIDO RIVER AND
QCCUFATION OF POSITIONS AEOVE CASSING,
ITALY, BY COMPARY "IM, 168TH INFANTRY,
(E&T” INFANTRY PIVISIOK} 27 JANUARY - 15 FrBRGARY 1944
(ROVE-ERNO SAXPAIGH)
(Personal Experience of a Squad Leader)

INTRGDUCTION

Thi® monograph covers the crossing of ithe Rapido hiver
and cecupation of positions asbove Cassino, Italy, by Company
nIv, 168tk infantry Regiment, &4th Infantry ~ivision, 27 Jan-
wary - 1T February 1244, from its assembly area near Cervaro,
Itely, uniil reolieved by the elements of the British 4th In-
dian Divigion on 18§ February 1944.

For the purpose of brirnging the reader up to date on the
previous operations of the Fifth irmy, and the 54th Infantry Iiv-
isipn in partieunlar, it is desirable to give at this point a brie?f
pa=ume of events leading up to this phase of the Italian Campaign,

wnt [ sl

repinring with the estsblishment of the Salerno beachhead.

On ¢ Ze iember 1%+, six (6) days after the lunding of the
Zritish Lighth army in Italy, the United -taves fifth Arwy, under
Lieuterant Gereral (now General) lark w. Clark, landed on the
beaches of Salerno way, 1230 miles north of the kignhth Army land-
ing sceross the Strait of Messina. (See Map "A") 1In order to
prepare a firm base for further offensive cperations, the Fifth
irny, #eeoréing to the plan, was to seize the rort of Naples and
g=cures all zirfields irn that vicinity. (1}

4fter ssvere fighting, the beachhesd ai Salerno was secured;
arnd on FL Cectenber 1943, the main forees of the British iighth
rrmy gnme 2Lroast of the Fifth Army. (&)

The 74th Inlaniry Livision landed at Paestum, Iialy, on
21 “e - epber 134&,and took part in the drive which resulted in
the eapture of Laples on 1 Dctober 1943, and the withdrawal of

(1) a-1, p. Bl=Z28. (2} A-8, p., 2.




+the Cermans across the Velturne River., XNaples was a badly bat-
tered sesport; but with a harbor whiech could be and was quickly
rartnred to service, supply of the Fifth Army was now shiffed
from the Salernc beaches to Naples, (3)

After the Dreakout from Salerno, the Volturno River formed
the first large obstacle which the Germans had decided to de-
fend, (See ¥ap "A") This river was crossed three (3) times by
some elsments of the Fifth Army. The firgt orossing was made
on 14 Detober 1943 and the third and last on the night of 3«4
Fovenmber 1243, (4)

The successful crossing of the Volturno put the Fifth army
in position to press the Germans northward. By bhovember 1242,
*ifth Army troops hed driven from the beaches of Peestum and Ssler-
ro to the germsn Winter Line, which fuiure operations proved to be
only tennorary positions, This line, extending from the Garigliano
tivar parthesst throush tne hill hill mosses barring access to the
Traido Volley, con=ist=d of a Jumble of mountains, valleys and
nlaing which varied in character from orags and peaks which spared
more tiar 6000 feet in height on the Fifth irmy's right to the
wide coastal plain on the left, (5}

From 15 Eovember 1942 to 15 Jenusry 1944, Fifth Army coniinued
the campaign to drive the Germans out of southern Italy - San Pie-
tro, ¥t. Sammuero, San Vititore, dt, Lungo, Lt. Mazgslore, i, Pan-
tano and Cervaro being ovut & few of the places and names fo figure
in the fighting. (6}

Trom its arrival at Faestum wntil it was relieved in lecember,
1747, *he J4th Infantry Division saw sSeventy-six (76) succsszsive
Anr of goantect with the enemy. On the night of 8 - 9 Decenm-

% A-B, p. 7B-89, (4) A-E, p., Bl. (5) A-Z, p. 19; A-4, DP. .

h-2. D, 22
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ber 1943, the relief of ocur worn out troops by the Znd Moroccan
Division began and on 10 December this was completed. The 34th
nfantry Division withdrew for rest, training and replacements
to the area of S. Angelo d'Alife, (7)

Returning to the front lines om 30 December 154353, after a
brief rest, the 34th Infantry Division conducted a steady, grind-
ing atisek against stubborn German resistance; and after h:iviag
eaptarad San Vittore and Cervaro, finally drove the enemy back
to his main winter positions. (B}

rr 18 Fanuery 1944, along the general line of the Rapldo
snd sarigliane Rivers, the Fifth sriay was secure, and whether
the Germans were ready or not they mnow had to deferd their Gustav
Line. Atteniion was now drawn %o the town of Cassino. Sharing
the spotlight with this German stronghold was the famous Henedie-
tine Yonastery, the Abbey of Monte Cassino, which rested on a

high peak overlooking the town. {9) (See iap "C")

TH: GERERAL SITUATION

¥ain positions waking up the Gusiamv Line extented from Kin-
+arno, on the Gulf of Caeta, rean along the Garigliano River, then
7 *he west bank of the Rapido to & pesition above Cassino. To
thst nortion of the line lying north of the Lirl River, Cassino
ways the key., (10)(See Map "CM")

The terrain along the Gustavy Iine was greatly in favor of

. an

the docf:nding Germans and al¢ the mest ¢f 1t. 0On the wesat
af Wt, Trocchio lies the brond Liri Valley along which Highway 6
and a railrosad lead to Rome. At the east end of the Liri Valley,
the Rapidoe Fiver,flowing north to south, joins the Liri River

(7) A=%4, p. 48. (B) a-%, p. 91; &=5, p. B8. (9} 4-3, D. 24.
(10)a-1, p. 66; b4, p. 5,



Just south of Cassino. The high hills overlooking the Rapido
were held by the Cermams, {11)

Ccaszino was built at the base of an iwmposing bill around
which ran the narrow road leading to the Benedietine Abbey of
vonte Cassino. Above the town rose a number of craggy peaks,
one in particular, Hill 4495, deminating but not controlling
the Abbey hill because of a deep gorge whiech separated the two
heights. (12} (See ¥Map "C")

The Germans had dammed ithe Rapido Rlver in its matural
courae, causing it to flood the £lat lands on ths emsst side of
Cassino, DBetween the river line and the hills, the zone was
heavily mined and wired. Covering the low sground near the Triver
were anti-tank positions and machine gun nests. Iunker positions
had been built with reinforeed conecrete and railroad ties from
the ruined siation of Cassino, (thers had been blasted out af
th~ roek snd earth of the Cassino hill. Portable steel pillboxes,
ench containing a machine gun, had been half buried in the ground.
The building of sueh fortifications by the Germans had resultsd
in giving virtually every man and every weapon shelter from artil-
lery fire and smell arms ice. Artillery positions had been con-
strueted behind Cassino and along Highway 6. The terrain around
7a33ino was so sultable for prolonged resistance that the Italian
“ar College had used it as an exsuple of a well~-chosan defense
line. (13}

To the north of Cassinoe the village of Cairo huddle. closa
to the hillside, (14) (SeeMap "B")

in order to avoid the satrong defenses in the immediate vi-
einity of Caasino, the Filth irmy'e II Corps planned to make an
f£11) A-A, p. FO6; A-D, p, B5., (1B) A-4, p. 55, {13) Aa-6, p.b06;

A=5, DL felrg, (14) Personal lmowledge.
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envelopment of Cassinoe as follows:

1, “The 34th Infentry Division, from vositions on the right,

was to hold enemy forces east of the town.

2. To the left of the 34th Infantry Division the J6th In-

fentry Division was %0 establish a bridgehead across
the Rapid: River below CesSsino, ané penetrate the
Gustav Line,

o Combat Command "B" of the l1st Armored Division would
then exploit through this bridgehead to Piedimente
end Agquino.

To the right of the II Corps, the French Corps was to sup-
pori this attack by advancing westward into the mountainsg.

gouth of the 11 Corps, the X Corps attacked across the
Garigliano Hiver on 17 January 1944 amd by the 230th of January
had established a bridgehemd, Although the X Corps had been sue-
eessful, the 45th Infantry Division (Eritish) on its right failed
to make a crosSsing, which meant that the left flank of II Corps
was then exposed in its attack seross the Zaplido.

On 20 January 1944, clements of the 36th Infantiry Division
orossed the Rapido River and were successful in establishing a
bridpehead aproximately 23 miles south of Cassino, However,
they were forced to withdraw across the river two (2) days later
after suffering 25 casualities. Among the chief factors which
aontributed to the failvre of the 3é6th Infantry Division in estab-
iishing a beachhead aeross the Rapido were the sirong enemy de-
fenses in this area, the fact that they were uneble %o maintein
supply lines due to bad weather and heavy enemy fire, and the
failure of the 46th Infantry Division to establish a beachhead
to the south, (15}

(15) a-1, p., 66-67,



The 11 Corps, alter having'had such little succeds 1in its
efforts to take Cassino from the south, wes then ordered by
General (lark to attempt‘to envelop Cassine from the north.
This plan of attack called for the 34th Infantry Division to
eress the Rapido north of Cassine and advance sputh, sending
one column down the road into Cassino and other forces through
the mountains to take the high ground dominating the town and
3triking the enemy's rear near Piedimonte, The French Corps
w== tp change 1t9 dirsctionm and turn southwest towards Piedi-

monte. (15}

Tk CORFARY SITUATION

From 15 January to 23 January 1944, Company "I", 168th In-
fantry Regiment, 24th Infantry Division, having been relieved
from the wWinter Line,was in an assembly area near Cervaro,

Iialy, resting and reorganiZing in sreparation for the crossing
of the Fapido Xiver. (See ¥ap "C") On 24 January 15944, the FPla-
toon Leader, 1st Flatoon, Company "1", ordered uws to complete
final preparations for meving up. 25-26 Januery 1944 were spent
in moving intc positions approximately 800 yards from the east
bank of the Rapide River. (See Xap "B") Company "IV reached
this vosition at 2p-roximately 0400, 27 January 1%944. (17}

Theé terrain over which the attack was to take place was flai
and mudéy due io the faet that the enemy had rercuted the river
causirg it tc flood the entire area. This condition was to create
a major problem in the conduct of this attack a8 the ftanks got
bogred lown in the marshy ground and in ditches, which in some in-
stances were at least four (4) feet deep. (18)

(18) A-8, D. 66-67. (1%) Personal kmowledge. (18) A«B, p. 1.



Tenks of the 756th Tank battalion were used in support of
the 168+h Infentry Regiment in the crossing of the dapida, hav-
irs been deemed necessary beecause of the many cbstacles in the
nzture of shu-mines, varbed wire entanglements, pillboxes, ete.,
that the enemy had constructed severnl hundred yards west of
the river, (See Map "an)

Company "L", 168th Infantry Kegiment, taok up "lead-off"
vosition in column of platoons, follawed by Company "I" in the
same formation, with Company "K' in Battalion reserve, To the
1eft of Company "I was the 1st Battalion, 168th Infantry Regi-
ment, and the 138rd Infantry Regiment, while to the north lay
the =rench zone of zetion. 2nd battalion, 168th Infantry Hegi-
ment, w2s in Te~imental reserve. (See Map "G")

In order for the battalior to accomplish it5 mission of
tr¥ins Osiro, Company "IY had as its objective the northeast

mertion of Hill Zlo and Cairo. (See lap "3") {1%)

CROUSSLLG THE naFIL0 nIlVib

On the morning of 27 January 1944, at approximately 0700,
Tompany A", 756th Tank Battalion, started firing and by 0716,
they had completed firing and were moving back for more ammuni-
tion. Since the tanks were in plain view of enemy observation
this move added a liftle deception to the metion. The mask of

trees alons the river bed wes the only element that prevented

the enemy from uging flat trajectory weapons against the tenks. (20}

on 0779, 27 January, Company "BP, 756th Tank Battalion, to-
rrihop with elements of the 3rd Battalion, 16Bth Infantry Regl-

nent, besan the erossing of the rapido River, UThe initial plan

(19) rersonsl knowledge., (20) 4-9, p. 10,



of attack was a column of companies; Company "L leading, follow-
ed by Company "I", with Company "K" in reserve., Other elements
of the 756th Tank Battalion remained on the roed, glving fire
gurnort to those elemenis that were attempting o cross the
river {21}

=7 1200, 27 Jaruery 1944, only three (2} tanks had been able
to reec¢h the west bank of the Rapido, all others sttempting to
eross having either been knoeked outbt by enemy fire or bogged down
in the mud and were unable to continuwe the atiseck., However, they
did render fire support to the infantry from their positions. The
three (3) tanks which crossed the river, verformed sSeveral missions
for the infentry but al) tanks across ihe Rapido were out of action
by 1200, (BZ)

Conpany “L", having followed the first grouvp of tanks until
they either were bogged down or kmocked ocut, now attempted to con-
tinue the attoek without ald of the tanks. It succeeded in reach-
ing the west tank of the Sapido, but because of the minefields and
the —orter snd s.+i7lery fire from the enemy, suffered such severe
cesualities they were unable to hold their position on the west
bank of the river. They became disorganized and were forced to
pull back, through the position held by Company "IV, to the Latta-
lion assembly area, (23)

At the beginning of the attack, Company "I" followed Com-
pany "L" for approripately 150 yards, at which i{ime we were held
up on the road in rear of those tanks which were supporting the
leading elements. By now 1t was broad daylight and the enemy
hed tegun te lay down hesvy mortar and artillery fire in the en-
tirm ares. Lieutenant Torceleme, owr Flatoon Leader, was the
fir~t man in Company "I" to be wounded and was ordered by the
{21) rersonsl knowledge., (£28) A-Y9, p. 11l. (R23) Yersonal knowledge.




gompany Commander, Lieutenant McMahon, to go to the Battalion
aid station, Commsnd of the platoon was then assumed by the
Platoon Sergeant, Sergeant Shorge.

When Company "L" hslted ahead of us, forcing Company "1
to halt also, Dieutenant MeoMahon went up %o the forward ele-
ments of Jompany "L" to determine the cause of the delay. See-
ing that the infantry was unable to advance Purther, he return-
ed to the Company and ordered that word be passed baek for Com-
~eny "I" to move off the road and dig in. 4s the men were in
an exposed position on the road beside the tanks, which were be-
ginning to drew heavy enemy fire, the order he gave after having
8ized up the situation undoubtedly averted many casuelities ‘o
the Company,

The mer dug in =nd remained in this position for epproxi-
mately iwo {2) heurs, dwring which tine the tanks were attempt-
ing to nareuver to the river bank, and Company TL™ was pulling
back of our position by platooms.

At 1100 the order to move forward was received from Lieuten-
snt Yeveahon, and Company "I, with 1at FPlatoon leading, moved out
srd took up positions elong the east bark cof the river, where we
remeined until dusk, Imring this time the enemy kept up heavy
mortar and ariillery fire and Company "I" suffered a large nux-
ber of casualities,

L% dusk, the Plgtoorn Sergeant ordered us to move back to
cur original positiors, This move was accomplished under heavy
fire and with grest diffieulty. By now the ground over whieh we
had to return was so shelled merked that movement was extremely
A4fficult and a nupber of the men, falling into shellholes, were
forced to discard all of their equipment in order to regain
tweir footing. (24)

( 24) Personsl knowledge,
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As soon as the Company had reasssembled at the original start-
ing point, we immedintely moved oui in & column of platoons into
the Treneh zone of action [See Map "B"), arriving there at approxi-
mrtely midnight. TUpon arrival, platoon positions were assaigned,
security was posted, men dug in and bedded down for the remainder
of the night,

The morning of 28 January 1944 dawned cloudy and celd. To
men who rad spent the day before lying in mud and water and who
had sleph in wet foxholes, the cold was an sdded discomfort.

The next twe () days were spent at this position ané the
men were Xept busy cleaning their weapons, etc,, while the Engin-
eers were preparing a crossing for the tanks.

On she night of 29-30 January ivid, Company "IV moveu out
of its position in the French zone and proceeded across the river,
peenmvingz sositions on the west bank. (See Map "B") No enemy
on-amition was encountered during the crossing. Having reached
the west benk, pletoons were ordered to post the necessary security
and men to dig in and get as much sleep as possible for the rest
of the night, Iieuterant MelMahon ordered Sergeant Shorge to se¢nd
out a five {5} man reconnaissance patrol in the direetion of Hill
218, Sesgeant Estep and four (4) other men went on this patrol.
The patriyl did not return and no trace of the five (5} men was
found on, or in the viecinity of, Hill 213 the next day. ILater,
after haring reached Calro, we were told ty the Italians that
they had seen the Germans taking five (5) Amerieans over the hill
to the poar on 30 Jenuary 1944,

.- Arroximately 0700, 30 Januery 1944, Company "I", with lst
Slgtoon teading, moved out in a resumption of the atitack upon
Hill 212, which waa a part of the Regimental objective. (25)

{25) Personal knowledge,

- 1f -




west of the Rapido Hiver were anti-personnel mine fields
which parelleled the river to a depth of three hundred (3G0)
yerds. From the river to the base of Hill 213 lay an absolute-
1y £ist plain, all vegetation having becn removad Yo provide a
parfect field of fire for the elaborately prepared bunkers end
numerous mschine guns emplaced in portable steel pillboxes at
the foot of the hill. On this plain were several buildings,
mact of them containing self-propelled, anti-tank, and/or machine
mme . A-nroTimately one hundred (100) yards from the base of
w11 £12 “hmere rar a bané of barbed wire avout fifteen (15 yards
in ge-th. | barrier made of trees and brush, which had feen tak-
en from the hill i$sel®, Tormsd a dead abatis just back ol the
pillboxes. xelow the military cerest of the hill a line of indivi-
dual foxholes with overhead cover was protected by a Tband oI
double apron wire, Immediately in front of Company "I, Zill 213
rose to a commanding height overlooking the countryside, =néd to
the Jomsany's leit, the ibbey of ilonte Cassino could be seexn ris-
ing in the cistance, (£&)

AS Jumpany "IV came out into the open area, movemernt was ob-
sarvad sround the fortified house to the right front, froz which
=gme ==1l arms fire was being received. 4is the Company sirtinued
ta wove forwsrd, it wag fired upon hy a German self-propelled gun
fyran the rignt front correr of the house. ILending eleweris of
the Compuny lmmediately hit the ground and sought shelver ienlnd
n roek terrwce. Lieutenunt Melinhorn sent word baek for tag tlanks,
whn hed succeeded ir crossing the river om 29 Jenuary 1%v::, a pla-
toon of which was mnow suoporting ws, to move forward, Ihis wes
done ord the tan¥s were guccessful in eliminating the enezy sun
before caguslitiem could be inflicted upon the Company. Ihe Come

(26) Personal imowlecpe; A=7, p. DE=53,.
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pany then proceeded aeross the open area and moved up on Hill
21% without further enemy opposition.

1t is felt that the main reascn Company "I" experienced
such a small amount of enemy resistance in their movement from
the river to the northeast portiom of Hill 213 wes due to whe
fact that at dusk on 29 January, the 2nd Battalion, 168th Ine
fantry Regiment, having been committed to the attack on 29 Janu-
ary, hed successfully completed & crossing of the Rapido River
to the 1oft of Company "I" in the vieinity of the cemetery (See
Map "C") and was now ocoupying the south portiom of Hill 213,

At the time Company "I" was ¢oceupying positioms orn Hill
£1%, the &nd Plateoorn, Company "K", supported by teanks, moved
forwerd across the river and into the town of Cairo. Taking the
eneny completely Ly surprise, it was able to capture an entire

German Tattelion Command Fost,

QCCUPATION OF CAIRD

After having spent several hours on Hill 213, maXing con-
tact with elem=ents of the Znd battalion, 168th Infantry Regi-
TN

+, Com any "I" followed Company "K" inte Ceiro. (See Map "E™)

The 1ot Platoon, Company "IV, was ordered to outpost the

vierdh end of Cairo., At dusk, these outposts were pulled back in,
nrositions were consolidated and vigiting patrols were esteblished
by the various ountpoats. Iuring the night, Ccopany "I™ was engag-
¢. in a number of small arms fire fights with Small eneny patrols,
who, not knowlng that Cairo was now in the lands of the imericans,
were infiltirating through the area in attempts to reacsh their
batitaslion command post. 4 large number of German prisoners weres
eantured during the night, while ocasualities to the (ompany were

relatively small. (27}

{27} Parsonal knewledge, A=-10, p. 02,
- 14 =




On 1 February 1944, alements of the 135th Infantry Regi-
ment passed through the elements of the 168th Infaniry Regi-
ment, end pushed on up the hill, $trying te resch Highway & and
isolate the Abbey. Company ™I" remalned in Cairo until relieved
by the French on 2 February 1944, {(28) {See usp "C")

QCCUPATION OF POSITIONS ABOVE CASSING

Immedietely after having bheen relieved by the French on
2 February 1944, Company "IY moved out of Ceiro and followed
the 135th Infantry Regiment in their attack through the moumtains
sbove Cassino. The 3rd Battalion, 168th Infantry, was atiached
to the 135th Infantry to reinforee the regiment in iis zone.

“g were not to be gommiiied unless absalutely necessary.

Tmon reaehing the gone of the 125%h Infantry, the 3rd Batta-
liorn. 158th Infentry, took wo positions in rear of the 1lsi Batta-
lion, 12Eth Infantry, on the forward slapes of Hill 445 whieh
overlooked the town of Cassino. (See Map "CV") Directly in front
of Company TI", though separated from it by a deep gorge, lay the

Abbey of ¥onte Cassino, (£29)

Hill 445, together with Hill 593, was the last real height
before the Liri Valley. BRBoth hilla were northwest of the Benedie-
tine Apbbey of Konte Cassino, Hill 445 afforded direct observation
on the sbbey, as did £93, and the two hills were generslly regard-
ed as the key features in teXking Monte Cussino. Hill 445 was part
of 5 ridge running southeast from Hill 593, 4 rock wall, three (3)
feet high, ran generally east and west across the fop of Hill 445.
on the south side of this rock wall there was considerable shrub
growth, while ou ihe nosth side it wes barren and rocky. (30)

(28} persorcl knowledge, (22) Fersonsl inowledge; Statement of

capikin Anderson ¢. Smith, then Company Commandsr of Company "K",
168th Infantry, om 27 October 194%7. (20) Perscnal kmowleage.
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Initially, the 3rd Battallon, 1l6€th Infantry, was to atiack
through the positions now held by the lst Battalion, 135th Infan-
try. On the morning of 2 February 1944, Cempany "L", followed
by Companies "E" and "I, attempted to advance but suffered heavy
casuayﬂties and was unable to advance any appreciable distance.

At dusk, Company "E" relieved Company "L" who was pulled back,
reorrenized, rested and later returned to the linea. Company "K",
with one {1} platoon of Company "I" atiached, attacked on the morm-
ing cf 4 February but it was also unable to advance, therefore Com-
pany "I pulled back a short distance and attempted %o dig in for
the night, (31}

tue to the rocky ground in this eres, 1t was impossible to
dig foxholes ard men piled rocks around them in sn effort to ob-
tain some protection from enemy fire., The Abbey of Monte Cassino
afforded the enemy direet observation upon our position and be-
ceuse of this, it was necessary for the men to spend all of the
next day, 5 Februasry, in their foxholes. (32)

Turing the night of 4-5 Februsry, Lieutenant Hekahon, Company
momrender of Jompany "I, was wounded and evacusted., Company ™I"
veg then cowbinad with Company "K" under the command of Captain
Arderson §. Smith, ard jeoined Gompany "K" in its position behind
the stone escarpment, one (1) platoon at a time dnring the hours
of derkness for the next two {2) days. (33)

From 6 February 1944, until the morning of 15 Februsry 1944,
Company "I remained in this position, unable to do more than hold
ground previously taken, Eecauss of the weather and terrain, enemy
resistance, heavy casualities witbout adequate replacements, and
aupplies, Company "I™ was not able 10 make any atiacks whatsoever
{ 31,35) Personal knowledge; Siatement of Captaln anderson §. Smith,

then Company Commaender of Company "K', L&Sth Inisntry, on 27 Qoto-
ber 1947. (32) Personel Imowledge,
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during this periocd of time.

To add to the misery and auffering experienced by all those
on the hill, it was gquite cold and wet. Rein, which had started
at dusk on 4 Februery, would turn to snow during the daytime and
into iee at night, making it impossible to keep dry and werm s
foxholea becane filled with water and c¢lothes began %o freeze on
the men, A large majority of the men hed lost their bedrolls
in which they had paeked changes of ¢lothing and while a few had
sretics none had shoe packs, The Company was not properly dress-
=3 or eguined for this type of weather and as s result of this
exposure without proper clothing, men scon begam te suffer from
Trench Foot and réspiratory diseases. It was slterrately rain-
ing and snowing during the entire period this position was ocoup-
ied by Company "1™, and the weather was the chief factor towards
preventing attacks,

buring the daylight hours, we were under constant observation
from both the Abbey of Monte Cassinc and German positions to our
immediate front, s distance of approximately fifty (50) yards,
Turing the day, movement was impossible because of this observation.
™z clightest move on the part of our troops drew immediete sniper,
morter and artillery fire., DTuring the night, periodlc barrages
were laid down by the enemy on the ridge to our immediate rear.

In apite of the support which our artillery and tanks gave
to the infantry, very little useful help could reach the men in
the foxholes on these forward positions. By night, our artiiiery
ecould be cbserved firing their night preparstions, From our posi-
tion direetly across from the Abbey of Monte Cassino, it was plain
to see that this artillery fire was having very little, if any,
affsot on the Abbey or the volume of enemy fire. (34}

( 34) Personal knowledge,
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GasuaLi%iea were increasing by the day and as no replace-
ments were forthcoming, with the exception of personnel from
the Battzlion motor pool, this nesessitated a constant shifi-
ing of the remaining persommel in order to cover the Company
sector. DIy now, after weeks of constant fire, often seemingly
endless nights on the bare roek of Hill 445, and with no pro-
tection against the weather, the men had reached the limit of
human endurance, Our numbers were so reduced that every time
a man was taken off the hill by 1itter bearers a gap was left
in the lines, Aidmen worked both night and day and the problems
of evacuating casual,i'ties down the treachercus mountaelin trails
and across the shell-swept approaches to the position were very
serious., Casuelities frow enemy fire, respiratory diseases, and/
or Trench Foot whe ware able o walk, walked back %o the Battalion
eid etstinon after nightfall in exrder to avold snipers, Iitter
ecages w=re evacusied a1t gll hours., By the time relief was effect-
ed, the ranks of the 1lst Platoon, Coapany "1, had been thoroughly
decimcated, Of the entire platoon, only ore (1) non-com ( the
author) and five (5) privates remained when relieved by the British.
(35}

Throughout this entire period, suppiies -- each box of rations,
every can of water, all ammunition used by the infantry -~ were
brought up by Italian mule pack unifs, eecross ground under direct
obgservation from hills that were still in enemy hands. The enemy
being fully aware of this, laid down continuous and accurate fire
on all eritiecal points, Freezing temperatures at night made the
nrablen of sunply dlfficult. Wule $raing formed every night in
the Sen Yichelo aresa and would stert out at dusk on the perilous
journey that would teke all night to accomplish, € and D rations

{35} Personal knowledge; A-5, p. 68,
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supplemented by an occaszional loaf of bresd, which many tipes
was thoroughly water logged, were the omly rations received dur~
ing these nineteen {19} days., The rations were brought to the
Company Command Post and hand esrried from there to the men in

the foxholes.

RELIEF OF TH- COMFANY

On the morning of 15 February 1944, elements of the British
4th Indian Division took over the position held by Company "LY,
159th Infentry., Although the relief was scheduled to arrive dur-
ing the nizht of 14 February, it was delayed because of the slip-
mery trails caused by freezing temperatures and an inch of snow.
gonsequently, relief wes accomplished Jjust at day break. Seversl
of the men were gquite reluctant to move at this hour beecause of
the sniper fire that troops had been subjected to along the route
ve had to follow,.

3everal hours later on 15 February 1944, afier having des-
cended from the mountains and crossed Liri or "Purple Heart!
Valley into comparative safety, we halted and waiehed the first
bombing of the abbey of Monte Cassino by the American Air Force.
The (ermans throughout the operation took full advantage of the
fret th~t the Allies had undertaken not to fire at the Abbey in
visw of its importance to the world as a religious institution
and the relative imsuniiy which the eaneny obtained for his obser-
vation can hardly be overestimated, To the Bix (6) remaining
men of the lst Platoon, Company "IV, who watched this first bomb-
ing on that cold, winter morning in February, there was buti one
thenght - "1t should have been done before", (36}

(26) Personal kmowledge, 4.5, p. 59
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AFALYSIS AND CRITICISH

The analysis and oriticlsms of this opermntion are made
from the s2tandpoint of an enlisted man, which the author xs&s
at that time,

The Company, &8s & vwhole, was no% properly oriented oz the

trak thrt faced them. During the week before the initial cross-

tef

ins of *ke Repido, wihen the Company was still in the asszzil
area, treining should have heen conducted with tank wnits toet
leter supported us in the crossing of the river and ceptuz:z of
Cairo. The men were not prepared for this type operation ¢-

that they had not been informed that it wes to be a eombirzZ

infantry-tank operation and in that a large majority of t-z =en
in Compeny "I hed never worked with tanks in combat sincs ag-

proximately ore-half (%) of the Company consisted of repl

ments who were tc see their first combat aciion in the na;iic
crossing. These men should have learned sozething of +hs 2=%
gbilities andé limitations of tanks, as most of them vwere =2
t-e imoression that fanks were ounly geood to draw artillery Zire
enf the men were afraid io follew tanks in the operation < a
sucees=ful infantry-tank team.

The method of eaployment of tanks in ithe initisl erossing
of the Rapido was carried ogut with a great deal of zeal ©r tke
tank erews, tut in doing so a number of them forgot that zarks
must have a firm sianding in order to maneuver, When the crews
of those tanks along the road observed other tanks bheing togsed
down in the marshy terrain, they did not heed the warning taus
gained, Instead of taking up advantegeous firing positions along
the rosd, they, with equal zeal Dut little initiative, imcsliate-

1v followed into the marshy ground and were also Logzed dowx,
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rendering their tanks useless to the atiack and making then
etetionery targets for sneny fire,

Company "I" should not have been ordered to take up ==
position 1n the relatively same location as that which had
been oceuplied by Company "L" in their initial attempt to =zo:z:
the Rapide. Unit Commenders should have realized that sir =

Company "L" was unable to eross sucsessfully at that poins,

the possibility of anmother company of approximately the szx
strength doing so was nil; since by this time the eneay hsl
been fully alerted and was placirg & large volume of fire :

this area. In taking up this position, Company "I® was ure=_:=
to furithier the progress of the attack and suffercd numers:oz
ummeeessaTy castalities, as the troocps were under direet sn=-7
atservation end had no protection from the heavy enemy fire.
1t is realized that from the sllied point of view thizcs
of histeriecal or religious value such as the penedictine A--szy

of MMonte Cassino shouwld be treserved; but such preservation

should be effecied only when it ean be accomplished without —==
1ess bloodshed and loss of lives by our troops., 1If the at-:vs
mentioned Abbey had heen bozbed by the Alr Foree prior to o<
41lied attack in this ares, they would have deénied to the Zz-zan
the use of an excellent strong polnt and siservation vost; a—i
in =211 probsbility, the II Cerps would have béeen sble to Lave
asccomnlished its entire mission.

mhree (2} days prior %o the initial attempt to cross ks

napido, the Allies had Suvccessfully established a beachhead =t
Anzio. It is felt that with the establishment of this beachnesd
just prior to the Gustav Line Offensive, one of the prinzipies
of war wag violated - this being the prineiple of "mass™, I7

sufficient troops could have been employed to continue the msuen-
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tum of the Gustav Line Offensive, rather than & diversion cf
forees to the Anzio beachhead, s break-through could have been
sccomnlizhed into the Liri Valley at this time, thereby enabl-
ins the Allies to make full use of armor ir exploiting this
bree¥x-throush. I8 ihe Cermans had known the true status of
the Company's strength on Hill 445 and had so desired, they
eould have attacked through the Company's position regaining
in s very short time that portion of the high ground which we
held overlooking Cassino.

¥en were not properly elothed and equipped for the type
of weather they encountered in this operation, nor were chargzes
of dry socks provided until two (£) days before relief, ID.rire
this time, many men had contracted Trenmech Foot, which could, In
a measure, have been nrevented by frequent changes of socks.
4 large numher of casual#ties were due to exposure without sre-

nep clo*hins, which resulted in respiratory diseases.

TESS0ES Lk ARKRED

Some of the lessons emphasized by this operation are:

1. TZTrior iraining is necessary in order to secure maXimuxz
sucecess in combined infar try-tank cperation.

2, hern tapks are used with infantry, the iterrain should
be suitable for their employment in order to obtain the maxigum
use of the tanks' fire power, mobility and shock sction.

3. Unnecessary movement during daylight hours under direct
enemy observation will draw sll types of enemy fire.

4, In a siastie position, such as the one held sbeve Cassino,
men shounlé Béu}otat;érfdné position where they cen obtain dry
clothing, a hot meal and &8 good night's sleep before returning

to the line.
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5. Iafentry troeps must be trained to move through mine-
fields, clearing their own paths as they proceed.

~75. Alr power should be gs§¢rwhan necessary to prevent
bioodshed and 1oss-éf lives, regardless of the historic or
religious background of the target.

7. Reorganization shounld be ecomtinuous in combat.

8, Troops should be properly equipped and clothed for
pountain operations Guring the winter months.

9. Constant flow of replacements is necessary to sustain
units in batile,

10, Troons should he irmgtructed in the prevention of Trernch
“52%, Constant supervision by officers is necessary in order to

e=>ry out fully the messures necessary to prevent ihis disease.
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